No Child Left Behind Act
Adequate Yearly Progress –

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) is a cornerstone of the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001. In Michigan, it measures year-to-year student achievement on the Michigan Education Assessment Program (MEAP) for elementary and middle schools, or the Michigan Merit Examination (MME) for high schools. Other indicators, such as the number of students who participate in the assessments and graduation rate for high schools, are also considered in the calculation.
School Improvement

Research indicates, and educators know, that high-performing schools are complex institutions. At their core is a focus on academics and an unwavering expectation that all children can, and will, achieve academic proficiency.  NCLB expresses the ambitious, long-term goal of proficiency in reading and mathematics for all students by the 2013-14 school year, and delineates specific steps that States, local educational agencies (LEAs), and schools must take to reach that goal. NCLB requires SEAs and LEAs to review annually the status of every school, using these defined benchmarks, in order to ensure that the school is making adequate progress toward achieving the long-term proficiency goal. In addition to detailing school accountability measures and consequences, NCLB focuses increased attention on the performance of LEAs, emphasizing their unique and important leadership role in school improvement. The law requires SEAs to conduct an annual review of LEAs to ensure that they, too, are making adequate progress and fulfilling their responsibilities. 
Common Core State Academic Standards

In June 2010, the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) released a set of state-led education standards, the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The English-language arts and mathematics standards for grades K-12 were developed in collaboration with a variety of stakeholders including content experts, states, teachers, school administrators and parents. The standards establish clear and consistent goals for learning 

that will prepare America's children for success in college and work. Shortly after their release, the State Board of Education adopted the Career and College Ready Common Core State Standards (CCR-CCSS) as the new standards for K-12 Mathematics and English Language Arts.  Concurrently, Michigan signed on as a governing state with the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium which applied for and received federal funds to develop a series of formative, interim and summative assessments based on the CCR-CCSS.  New summative assessments are scheduled to replace the MEAP and MME in the spring of 2015.
High School Content Expectations (HSCE)
Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCE)
Michigan Merit Curriculum
